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THE

SHANG AND ZHOU DYNASTIES

Shang Dynasty
About 1650 B C.E., a group of Chinese called the
‘Shang gained coniol o an area around the Huang
He river. The vastland was ruled by the king and
groups of relatves of the king's family called clans.
e heads of these clans ruied areas simiar

to the city-states of Mesopotamia rather

than by one centralized government. 4

‘Shang society consisted of a classes of
nobles, arisan and merchants and
finally peasants. Noble warriors owned
Iand and governed Shang villages.
Artisans and merchants produced and
traded bronze weapons, jewelry, and
sik obes. Most people of the Shang
were peasants. They Iived in the.
farming villages ruled by nobilty. All
family members worked in the fleds
planting and harvesting grain. When
not farming, they repaired dikes and
wient o war along side their lords.

‘The Shang were polytheistic and

prayed {0 spiris as well. Many of the ~ Shang or st writen 35 D
= suprama godt and sy dsity

spiris they prayed to were their
ancestors. They cid not believe their
ancestors had power, however they did believe their
ancestors could influence the gods. Thus they
‘made sacrifices in their ancestors’ honor. Their
supreme god however was Shang Di or Shangd
‘Shang kings would consult Shang Di as well as
other gods by using oracle bones made of small
animal bones or tortoise shels. Priests would
scratch questions for the gods in the bones, apply
heat causing them to crack and the priess would
interpret the cracks to see how the gods answered.

“The Shang also believed in the yin and yang. This
s the belief that nature is divided between two
opposing forces, the yin and the yang. These forces
are important to'each other because everything is
connected and thus their should be a delicate
balance of the two.

Describe the following terms
1. Mandate of Heaven

The Zhou Dynasty
In 1027 B.C.E., the Zhou overihvew the Shang.
They set Up the Zhou dynasty, which lasted over
700 years. Zhou leaders declared tha the final
Shang king had been such a poor rier nat the
gods had taken away the Shang's authory to rule
‘and had given itto the Znou. The Zhou called this
‘e Mandate of Heaven. The Mandate of Heaven
‘gave Chinese rlers the right fo ule unti they.
became foolish or mean o their people. They
would then lose thei ignt. This became
known 25 the Dynastic cycle, a patiem of
tise, deciine, and replacement of dynasties
over fhousands of years.

‘The Znou government rewarded their
supporters and family by giving them ruling
power over diferent regions of China. This,
evolved into a feudal state. Feudalism was
2 system where local lords conirolled a
region of the king’s land, and in turm gave
the king miltary service and other forms of
support.Lords profited from the peasants
‘who worked on their land. Feudalism
would later develop in Europe and Japan

Under Zhou, China's economy grew. ron

tools like plows and axes replaced their
stone and wood counterpars, aiding farmers to
produce more food. This new technology(iron) also
was used in developing iron weapons like daggers
and swords. Feudal lords organized irrigation, new
roads and canals, helping trade throughout the
terrtories. The Zhou stared using money for the
firsttime. Coins made of copper also allowed for
more easy frade and economic prosperity.

Toward the end, feudal lords began fighting among
each other and couid no longer be controlied by
their ruling kings. They {00 would lose their
Mandate of Heaven.

Under the Zhou, the first books were made.
Characters were written on thin strips of bamboo
bound together. Tey also discovered how to make
ik from sik worms.

2. Dynasic Cycle.

3. Oracle Bone.
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Complete the chart by reading about the Shang and Zhou dynasties from the back.
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