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The large.
subcontinent that is.
India is bordered by
agreat ancient
civilization called the
Indus Valley
Civilization or
Harappan civilization.
Itis named after
Harappa, one of its.
two important cites,
that developed in the
Indus river valley.
Like other early
civilizations, the river
was used for the
irrigation of crops. As
farming increased, the population increased, and by
about 3,000 B.C.E. neolithic vilages were
developing into larger cities. The other major city of
the Indus Valley was Mohenjo-Daro. Both were
large, around three miles in circumerence, and had
populations of around 40,000. Each had huge
hilltop structures called a citadel

Ancient India, 25001600 ...

Unlike Mesopotamia or Egypt, it is impossible to
lea much about the Harappan society for two
reasons. First, archeologists cannot getto the
earlest Harappan physical remains, Sit deposits
buried the Indus valley 50 high that the level of the
land as wellas the water table was raised. Thus,
the earliest Harappan remains lie below the water
table. The earlist remains that archeologists can
study begin at about 2500 B.C.E., when the
Harappan society was fully deveioped

Second, historians cannot decipher Harappan
wiitings. There s no Rosetta Stone for the
Harappan witen anguage, Athough historians
have thousands of clay seals, copper tablets, and
other artifacts with Harappan scrip, they cannot
read the ancient wriings that allow them to learn
details about their society

Cities were divided into lower dwellings and the
higher level citadel, which housed important
buidings. The large fortfied citadels may indicate
the existence of a theocratic and authoritarian
society. The citadels were fortfied with aimost 40
foot walls, which may have served as protection for
the cities’ populations in times of aftack and as
community centers in times of peace. The citadel in
Mohenjo-Daro contains the earliest public water
tank of the ancient world. The “Great Bath’
measures 39 feet long and 22 feet wide

NDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATION

In the lower dwellings of Mohenjo-Daro, many
people lived in one-room tenement structures. At
the same time, there were individual houses of two
and three stories with over 20 - 30 rooms and
numerous courtyards. Most of the larger houses
had their own wells and built in brick ovens. Almost
all of the houses had private bathrooms with

showers and toilets that drained into the city
sewage systems.

The houses and sewage systems were just small
features of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro’s very well
planned cities. Each city was laid outin a gnd

pattern, with rectangular blocks larger than modern
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city blocks. All houses were built of uniform oven-
fired clay bricks. Houses had modem plumbin
systems with baths, drains, and water chutes that
led into sewers beneath the streets.

The reason for this civilization's demise is unclear.
We can only speculate a combination of a few
factors such as: climate change left the valley dry
with litlle water, over-planting may have left the
ciis hungry; and sickness and war may have left
the cities {00 weak to survive. Unti researchers are
able to decipher Indus script, we may never know
what actually occurred
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: INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATION

Answer the following questions using the map and informational text from the other side.
1. What s the date of this map?

2. Look at the subcontinent that is India. How has India’s geography helped to protect people iving in the
Deccan Plateau?

3. High mountains border northen India, including the and the

4. There are two great rivers on the subcontinent, the in norther India, and the
in moder Gay Pakistan.

5. What landforms presented natural bariers around the Indus Valley?

6. What are two reasons we know very litle about the Indus valley Civiization?

7. What were the two most important cities in the Indus valley civilzation?

8 Not much is known about the Citadels. They may have served as protection for the ciies’ population during
times of attack. What evidence is there for this reasoning?.

. How can we deduce there were social classes in the Indus civiization?

10. What evidence suggests Indus Valley cities were run by a strong central government?

11. How could the environment could have contributed to the deciine of Indus Valley civiization?

12 What environmental problems does the world facetoday?

13. Imagine a scenario where climate change destroys our civilization and write about s demise.





