
 

 

Thank you so much for purchasing this product! Interactive Notebooks are an 

amazing way to get your students engaged and active in their learning! The graphic 

organizers and foldables in this resource are designed to be folded, cut, glued, & 

written-on to enhance your instruction of history. It’s always amazing to see the 

creativity some of your students will put into their creations! This Interactive 

Notebook is designed to help you better understand Ancient China and India in 

World History.  

 

If you have any questions about this or any resource, don’t hesitate to contact me by 

clicking on any of these: 

                   

 

  

http://www.twitter.com/studentshistory
http://www.facebook.com/studentsofhistory
http://www.youtube.com/user/StudentsofHistory
http://www.instagram.com/studentsofhistory
http://bit.ly/1N2b3Re
https://studentsofhistory.org/


Ancient India Vocabulary Foldable 

Directions: Cut out this foldable graphic organizer along the dotted lines and then fold and glue into your 

notebook. Underneath each term write a definition in your own words on one side and then draw a 

picture to represent the term on the other side of the flap.  
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Subcontinent 

Monsoons 

Harappa 

Mohenjo-Daro 

The Steppes 

Aryans 

Caste System 



Completed Vocabulary Sample Page

Extension Activity: In addition to defining the terms in their own 

words and adding an image, I often have students use an open 

portion of their notebook page to write a short story using as 

many of the vocab terms as they can. We’ll then share these in 

class (which are often amusing) and see how many they could get. 



Directions: The landmass that includes modern India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh is known as the Indian 

subcontinent.  Civilization emerged here along river valleys and faced many environmental challenges. Complete 

the map with major geographic features of Ancient India, including mountains, rivers, and plains. Then add early 

cities of the Indus Valley. Finally draw pictures to represent monsoons and other environmental challenges, then 

take notes on their effects on Indus Civilization underneath the flaps.  

 

 

  



Completed Geography of India Sample



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Glue Goes Here and 

Paste in Notebook 

Planned 

Cities in 

the Indus 

Valley 
 

Directions: 
Historians know 

less about Indus 

Valley 

civilizations 

than other early 

groups because 

their writing 

system has yet 

to be 

deciphered. 

Archaeological 

digs, however, 

let us know they 

had advanced 

and highly 

planned cities. 

 

Cut out this 

foldable along 

the dotted lines 

and then glue it 

into your 

notebook.  In 

the center, draw 

a picture of an 

Indus Valley 

city like 

Mohenjo-Daro. 

Behind each 

flap, describe  

that technology 

and how it 

benefitted the 

people of that 

city.  

 



Completed Planned Cities Sample 



Directions: We know about Harappan culture through artifacts found at archeological digs. Much is based on 

agriculture and their environment. Cut out the graphic organizer below and glue the top down in your notebook 

so the 3 flaps can be lifted up. On the top of each, draw a picture to represent that aspect of Harappan culture. 

Then, take notes on each on your notebook page under the flaps.  

 

 

 

 

 



Completed Harappan Culture Samples  



Directions: The Aryans were an Indo-European people who migrated into the Indus River Valley around 1500 

BCE. There, they interacted with other groups. They developed a class system based on “castes”. They believed 

the four major castes emerged from the mouth, arms, legs, and feet of Purusha, the first human being. Draw a 

picture to represent Purusha on the left and then give the name to that caste and what people were included in 

it. Finally, at the bottom of your page explain how the caste system affected life in ancient India.  

 

 



Completed Caste System Samples

http://bit.ly/1N2b3Re


Directions: The Macedonian general Alexander the Great briefly brought the Indus Valley under his control in 

326 BCE. After he left, a great Indian military leader, Chandragupta Maurya, established the first empire. His 

grandson Ashoka, later brought the Mauryan Empire to its height. Cut out the graphic organizer below and glue it 

down in the idle so the outside flaps can be lifted up. Takes notes about the headings on your notebook under 

each flap.  

 



Completed Mauryan Empire Samples



Directions: Geographical boundaries isolated China from other early civilizations. Cut out the map and graphic 

organizer below and add in important geographical features such as mountains, plateaus, rivers, and deserts. 

Then shade in where civilization developed between the Huang He (Yellow) and Yangtze Rivers and add in the 

important early cities. Finally use the boxes to describe those geographical regions of China.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Completed Ancient China Geography Sample

 

http://bit.ly/1N2b3Re


Directions: The ancient Chinese saw their civilized culture as the center of a world surrounded by barbarians 

and therefore called China the Middle Kingdom. Important aspects of their culture include filial piety, their 

religious beliefs, and the development of writing. Cut out the box below and fold & glue it so the cut out “oracle 

bones” can be placed inside. On each one, describe that aspect of Chinese culture and its significance. Then, 

on your notebook page, describe how these aspects of their culture affected Chinese society.  

 

 

 

 

  

Fold down and glue here. 



Completed Early Chinese Culture Sample 

http://bit.ly/1N2b3Re


Directions: The Mandate of Heaven and Dynastic Cycle were central the Chinese view of government for 

centuries. Cut out the shape below and glue the center down in your notebook so the 6 flaps can fold up. Draw a 

circular arrow around the outside to represent the cycle. In the center, give your own definition of the “Mandate 

of Heaven”. Then, number the tabs for the steps of the Dynastic Cycle and fill in the causes and effects of each 

step of the cycle.  Finally, at the bottom of your page, explain the effect the Dynastic Cycle had on Chinese 

society.  

 

  

Glue 

Here 

Onto 

Your 

Notebook 



Completed Dynastic Cycle Sample

http://bit.ly/1N2b3Re


Directions: Chinese philosophers developed several ethical systems that greatly influenced Chinese society. The 

most influential was Confucianism. However, Legalism and Daoism also had considerable impact on China. Cut 

out the circle below and glue into your notebook. Explain the key beliefs of each philosophy under the flaps. of 

each step of the cycle.  Draw a yin-and-yang symbol in the center then explain the effect these philosophies 

had on China at the bottom of your page.  
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Here 

Onto 

Your 

Notebook 

 



Completed Chinese Philosophies Samples

 

  



Directions: The Dynastic Cycle in ancient China saw the rise and fall of several powerful dynasties. These were 

the Shang, Zhou, Qin, and Han Dynasties. Complete the table below with the years each was in power (along 

with the Warring States Period), then take notes on the major events of each era.  

 

 



Completed Chinese Dynasties Sample 

  



Directions: The Great Wall of China was begun by Qin Shi Huang, the first Emperor of a unified China. 

However, it would be over 1,000 years before the Ming Dynasty fortified and lengthened it. Cut out the “Great 

Wall” below and glue into your notebook. Then trace its route on the map of China and complete the required 

information under the three flaps.  
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Completed Great Wall Sample 

  



Ancient China Vocabulary Foldable 

Directions: Cut out this foldable graphic organizer along the dotted lines and then fold and glue into your 

notebook. Underneath each term write a definition in your own words on one side and then draw a 

picture to represent the term on the other side of the flap.  
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Loess 

Oracle Bones 

Dynastic Cycle 

Mandate of Heaven 

Filial Piety 

Legalism 

Great Wall 



 

Here are some additional resources for teaching about Ancient River Valley Civilizations that fit in perfectly 

with these Interactive Notebook graphic organizers!  

        

     
 

         

 

 

 

 

You can also join 

Students of History as a 

member teachers and 

get access to ALL of the 

above resources plus 

hundreds more for one 

monthly rate. The site 

also includes a 

member forum, video 

links, web resources, 

and more!  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/World-History-MEGA-Bundle-1-Prehistory-to-Ancient-Rome-1122439?aref=91jkfmqh
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/River-Valley-Civilizations-Complete-Unit-Bundle-1121272?aref=lcrwtpwb
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ancient-Egypt-and-Mesopotamia-Google-Drive-Interactive-Notebook-2856651?aref=2owzuuwz
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Mesopotamia-and-Ancient-Egypt-Interactive-Notebook-2888899?aref=2owzuuwz
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ancient-China-and-the-Indus-River-Valley-Google-Drive-Interactive-Notebook-3050441?aref=2owzuuwz
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Project-Based-Learning-Packet-for-ALL-of-World-History-2958671?aref=pujknd6a
https://studentsofhistory.org/join-students-of-history/

