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Diverse interpretations

‘What are the issues involved in using “civilization” as an organizing principle in world history?

Thisis a very “politically corect” topic. Civilization is  “westen word” that is defined as having: 1) 2 food producing
based that generated surpluses, 2) an increase in population, 3) specializaion o labor, 4) a socal hiearchy, 5) growth of
trade, 6) centralization of political an religious authority, 7) monumentl building, and §) the development of writing and.
writen records,

Many historians would suggest that a better way of organizing world history is through studying human creativity
Civilization often iraplies superiority. Not al setted agricultural societies had monumental architecture or writing
systems, so they appear to be lesser” than those that did.

‘Whatis the most common source of change: connection or diffusion versus independent invention?

Major question: do civilzations develop major ideas on their own (pyramids in Egypt, ziggurats in Mesopotamia, and
temples in Mayan Empire) or do they get ther ideas because they had been exposed t them elsewhere. Once trading
networks and missionaris travel, there's most constant connections thet lead to difusion. Independent inventions often
happened before 1000 C E. when humans were isolated geographically from each other
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Climate

Climate has been a major factor in determining where people settled. Peapled setted in areas that has limates that would
accommodate agriculture and livestock.

Time Periods

* The Paleolithic Age refers to about 12,000 BC. During this fime people were nomadic.
« The Neolithic Age refes t the age from about 12,000 BC to about $000 BC. I is during this time that people setled in
communities and civilization began to emerge.

* River Valley Civilizations refers o about 3500 to 1500 BC. The major River Valleys are described belows
+ Classical Civilizafions refers to about 1000 BC to 600 CE. The major civilizations to emerge were Zhou and Han China,
Greece and Rome, and the Gupta Empire.

THERIVER-

VALLEY CIVILIZATIONS

‘Each early civilization developed ifs own unique ways of if, bt they all shared some common characteristis
+ Complex irrigation systems

*legal codes

+ art and uritten literature
* More formal scienific knowledge, numbering systems, and calendars
« Intensification of social inequality

COMPARISONS OF EARLY RIVER VALLEY CIVILIZATIONS
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The three areas of classic ns developed their own beliefs, ifestyles, poliica nstitutions, and social structures.
However, there were important similaities among them:

+Patiarchal iy trctures - Like theriver vally cvilizations that precedad them, theclsscal cviliztion vabued male authority
‘within famalis, a3 well 3 i mostothr aeas of .

+ Agricaltual-based economies - Despite more sophisticatd and complx job spacialization, he most commmon occupation i all areas
was farming

+ Complx governmants - Bacausathey ware s arge, thesethre cviizations had vt new waysto ke thiLands together
poltcally. Their goveraments were Large and complex,aithough they aach had unique ways of governing

+ Expanding tade base - Their aconommic sstams were comple. Athough they geserally opeated independentl,
connacted them by bot lnd and sea.
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‘The Silk Road - This ovarland route extended fom wester China, across Contal Asia, nd fxally tothe Meditrranezn
area Chinese sill vas the most dsird commmodsty, but e Chinese were vlling to rads t for ofher goods, paricalaly for
borses from Central Asia. Thar was o single outs, but it onsised of 2 seiesof assages it common siops along the
way. Majortrade towas appeared along the ay where goods were exchanged. No single merckant trzveled the ente longth
of the road,but some products (particalaly k) did make it Som one end tothe fher

The Tndian Ocean Trade - This importan et of watr rostes became even more portast i Later eras, bt the iz
Ocean Trade wasactivly i place during the classial era. The trads had free logs one commacted eatern Africa nd the
Middle st with s anothercomnected Indi to Souheast Asiz: 3 the fnalome inked Southesst A t e Chinese
portof Canton.

‘Saharan Trade - This route connactd people that ived south o the Sabara to the Mediteranean and the Middle East The
Berbers, nomads who traversethe dasert,wer e most iportan agens of rade. They carried goods i camel carzcans,
it Cairoat fa mouth ofth Nile River 2 e most smportnt destination Thers they commacted o oer trade roues. 50
2t Cairo became 3 major radecente at inked many civlizatons ogether

‘Sub-Sabaran Trade - This fads was pobaby faspire by the Banc migration, 20d by the end o the clasica er pacple
south of e Sabara were comct to paopl i e sxstem snd southern part of Afics This trade commectd to e lndian
Ocen trade slon the astem cosst of Afia, which in o comnected th paopls of sub-Sabaran Affca to twads cemars i
Cairomd India

Fallof Civilizations
Recall tat 2l of the rivr-valley civilzafon areas xperienced signifcant decline andlor conguest i the time period
around 1200 BCE. A similar thing happened tothe classical civilizations bevieen about 200 and 600 CE, and because the
empires wer arger and more comnected, e fall had an even more significant impact onthe couse of word isory
Han China s the irst to fall (round 220 CE),the the Western Roman Emmpre (476 CE), and finlly the Gupta n 550

CE.

SIMILARITIES
Several common factors caused ll three empires to fal:

Aftacks from the Hins - The Huns were a nomadic peaple of Asia that began to migrate south and west during
this time period. Their migration was probably caused by drought and lack of pastue, and the invention and wse:
of thestirmup faclitated ther atacks on allthree established civilizatins.

Deterioration of politica institations - Allthree empires were riddled by political comuption during theilater
days, and al three sufered under weak-willed rulers. Moral decay also characterized the years prior to their
sespecive fals

Protection/ maintenance of borders - All empires found that their borders kad grown 5o large that their military had
trouble guarding them. A primary example s the failure of the Great Wall to keep the Huns out of China. The
Huns generally just went around it

Diseases that fllowed the rade routes - Plagues and epidemics may have killed off as much as half of the
Populaton of each empire.

DIFFERENCES
Even though the empres shared common reasons o thei declines,some siguicant diffrecesslso may be seen

‘The Gupta's dependence on alliances with regional princes broke down, exhibiting the tendency toward polites]
Sragmentation on the Indian subcontinent

Rome's empire lasted much longer than did ether of the other two. The Roman Empire also split i two, and the
eastern half endured for another 1000 years afte the west fell.

‘The fall of empire affected the three areas in different ways. The fall of the Gupta probably had the least impact,
partly because politcal uniy wasn' the rule anyway, and party because the traditions of Hinduism and the caste
system (the glue that held the area together) continued on aRer the empire Il The fal of the Han Dynasty was
problematic for China because stong centralized government was n place, and social dizorder resulted fom the
Loss of authoriy. However, dynastic cycles that followed the dictates of the Mandate of Heaven were well defined
in China, and the Contfucian traditions continued to give coherence to Chinese sociery. The most devastatng fall
of all occured in Rome. Roman civlization depended almost exclusively on the ability of the government and the
miliary to contrl tertory. Exen though Christanity emerged as 2 major religion, it appeared so late in the Life of
the empire that it provided litle to unify people 2s Romans aterthe empire fel Instead,the areas of the empire.
Sragmentd into small parts and developed unique characterisics, and the Westem Roman Empire never united
again
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COMMON CONSEQUENCES
"The fal ofthe three exapires had some important consequences tha represent major turning points in world history
* Trade was disrupted but survived, keeping intactthe trend toward increased long-distance contact. Trade on the
Indian Ocean even increased as conflit and decline of politcal authority affected overland trade
* The importance of religion increased as poifical authority decreased. In the west religion, particularly
Christianity, was leftto slowly develop authority in many areas of people’s ives. Buddhism also spread quickly
into China, presenting tself a5 compefiton to Confucian tradtions.
* Poliical isunity in the Middle East forged the way for the sppearance of a new religion n the 7th century. By
600 CE Islam was in the wings waitng to make ts entrance onto the world stage.
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MAJOR MIGRATIONS
Phoenicians - By about 2000 BCE this small group of seafaring people from a coastal area of the eastern
Mediterranean Sea had set up colonies in North Afrca and southern Europe. Pressured by both lack of space in
their homeland and desire fo prosperity from trade, the Phoenicians traveled widely over the entire
Mediterranean area. To faciltat ther trading, they simplified the cuneiform system, producing an alpkabet with
22 characters that was far easier to leam and use. Not only did the Phoenicians spread their maritime skils, but
thei alphabet became the basis of alphabets in Greece, Rome, and eventually for many moden langusges.

* Toraelites - According to Judaism, the srseltes actualy originated about 2000 BCE in the Mesopotamian ity of
Ut withthe founder of the religion, Abraham. Abraham and his family migrated to the easter Mediterranean,
where they setled in  land they called Canaan. The Jews were distinctly different from other people of the area
because they were monotheistic,believing i only one god. They later migrated to Egypt to escape a spreading
drought. There they became slaves, and under thei leader Moses, they refumed to Canaan where they eventually
Sormed the kingdom of srael. The Jewish religion greatly influenced the people that they contacted, although it
did not actively encourage conversion of non-Jews. Jewich beliefs and traditional stores were written down and
Iater became basic to Christanity and Islam. The religion sressed the importance of prayer, worship, and good
behavior; tenetsthat have become characterisic of many other monotheistic religions.

* Aryans - These herding peoples originated in the Caucasus area, but they began migrating in many directions
‘about the mid 2nd millennium BCE. Waves of Aryan migrants invaded the Indian subcontinent, decimating the
cities o the Indus Valley. The Aryans remained a nomadic people for many years, but eventually pushed
castuvard,setling in the fertile Ganges River area a agriculfuralists. The Aryans imposed their caste system on
the natives, a complex social stuctre vith strict social status differences and virtualy no social mobilty. Their
storis also became the basis for Hinduism.

* Hims - 300-400s C.E; originated in the Gobi Desert (China) and moved to what we now call Hingary: Pushed
the natives out and the natives (Goths) sarted to move into Roman Empire. Attla the Hun ivaded Gaul (France)
in 451, but they were pushed back. They then invaded Rome in 453, but Attila died and the Hun Empire quickly
collapied.

+ Genmanic Peoples — found from the Black Sea to the Rhine. In 476, Odoacer, a Visigoth, offically became the
Ieader of Rome




