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Mexico continued

by without an arrow being shot aginst an enemy, so
that it was not imprudent for [xid o assign b
people to widely sattcred arcas and to a tak that
wtilized the efforts of the entire community.
‘When the huge pile had reached the intended
height, it was leveled off and its spacious flat top
was lad in huge blocks that took six years to work
into place. Then a beantiful wooden altar was con-
structed so that when a priest stood at it he faced
cast. Four gods sharcd the altar and their statues
lined it, with their faces tumed to the west. The.
most important was the.god of rain, for he was
responsible for the flowers and the grain. Next
n god, the goddess of carth and a mys-

terious god who represented flowers, poetry, music,
Stcsmanship and tho u iy and i cved i the
form of a serpent with a bird’ head and scales of
flowers.
“The pyramid of Ixmiq was a momument to peace
and in the fortieth year, when it neared completion,
the coremonies that consecrated it were testimoni-
als to peace and to one of the gentlest socictis that
ever existed in Mexico, or indeed, anywhere clse on
the American continents. The dedication cere-
sofar as we can reconstruct them from
consisted of prayers, dancing, the

eds of thousands of flowers, and a
e sttt s for e das. s notable
hat for the first four hundred and fify years of this
pyramid’s existence not a single human life was sac-
rificed on this altar,or fos in‘any other way, except
for the occasional case later on when some drunken
pricst or reveler accidentally tumbled from its
height and broke his neck.
Ttwas a pyramid of joy and beauty, a worthy monu-
ment 1o the benign gods and to the farsighted man
who had built it In Gity-of-the-Pyramid, as the
area came to be called, irigation projects brought
Seater o o il down t he t L, where
flowers and vogetables wore grown in abundance.
Honey was collocted from bees kept among the
fowers, and turkeys were raised both in enclosures
and in farge garded felds. Fish were available in
the rivers and were kept in ponds.

selves with gold and silver carved with
which work ed
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0 some of the finest pottery ever made in the
Americas. Many lile statues have come down to

us, representing one or another of the four major
deitos, and cach scoms to bo a god whom a fmily
could fiave cherished. When I was a boy we had in
our homea clay figure of the carth goddess, and
she was a delightful fat little woman smiling and
making the land fruitful with her blessing
Whenaver we looked at her we fot good. nd I can
think of no primitive gods that were gentler than
those of Toledo. 1 know o few civilizations that
came 5o close to providing an ideal ife for their

people
T stres these matters becanse throughout my adult
life 1 have been irritated by people who glibly sup-
‘pose that Spaniards brought civilization to Mexican

‘poople wha had previously beon barbarians, when
this was cloarly not the case.
In theyear 600 the civiizations of Spain and
Meico were roughly comparable, cxcept for the
fact that the former had profited from the inven-
tion of the wheel, the development of the alphabet
and the knowedge of how to smelt hard metals. In
any event 1 choose to measure advances in cviiz
g such things as soundness i the orga-

he care given to the indigent, the protection
of trade, the advances in scionces such as astrono-
my,and the cultivation of music, daneing, poctry
and other arts. Tn these vital respects my ancestors
in City-of-the-Pyramid were just about even with
my ancastorsin Spain and infinitely far ahead of
allwho shivered in caves in what would become
Virginia

Activity Options

1. Comparing and Contrasting With a group of
classmates, analyze Michener's portrit of the
Builders. Discuss which elements of their cul-
ture are sinilar to actual Mesoamerican culures
‘you have read about.

2 Draswing Conclusions Use a world map to
trace the two routes that Norman Clay’ Indian
ancestors took from castern Asia. Then estimate:
how many miles they migrated to their respec-
tive destinations.
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Nane oate
wstorvmakers The Zapotec Culture
Ancient Artists
Section2 Tt was Tomb Seven whih yielded thegreatestretuns durig th s wak of

‘work at Monte Alban and proved to bo one of the most important archacological
discoverlos ever mado In America."—archacologist Alfonso Caso, reporting the
first excavation at the Zapote sito Monto Alban

e OncnVlley n st Mo, the
modem Zapotec people live amid the glorious
ereations of an carler age. In 1932, archacologist
Alfonso Caso, desiring t0 fearn more about the:
ancint Zapotec, bogan diging at their ago-old
home of Monte Albin.

‘Gaso soon discovered soveral Zapotec mounds
raised above the valley floor. Researchers now con-
clude that Monte Albin was a working ciy from
about 600 .. to about A.D. 700. This time span
includes three different periods of Zapotec culture

“The first period lasts from 600 B.C. to 100 5.
and includes two important finds. The Mound of
the Danzantes (dancers)is a pyramid that houses

clief sculptures of human males in twisted shapes.
Atfirst they were thought to be dancers—thus the
name of the mound. Now, rescarchers think that
they may represent the corpses of peoples i the
valley that the Zapotec conquered.

“The other important find from the first period is
of two stone colums,or steles. Some of the marks
on these stones are the bars and dots used centiries
a0 in Mexico for counting, Others reflect the 260-
day calendar commonly used in this arca. The pillars
also bear the oldest wriing found in the Americas
As yet, n0 one has been able to understand Zapotee:
wriing, It appears to include both symbols for
sounds and symbols representing ideas. Some of
the carvings show human heads upside down
Among the ancient peoples of Mexico, showing a
head upside down indicates dofeat or death.

“The second period of Monte Albén dates from
100 5.6 t0 AD. 200. It includes Mound |, an arrow-
shaped platform that may have been used as an
observatory. The third period s from A.. 200 to
700, Dating from his time are spectacalarly painted
tombs and carved stone relef sculptures.

Aler this time, Monte Albdn was abandoned,
thongh researchers do not know why. Some say that
ocal resources of wood and ferti land may have
beon used up. While the reason is unclear, it s cor-
tain that the town was not entirely forgotten. Though

the Zapotec no fonger used the site, a neighboring
‘people apparcntly thought it was il a spiritually
‘powerful place. A group called the Mistec buried
their dead in the old Zapotec tombs. In addition,
the artifacts found in another Zapotee relc called
Tomb Seven are of Mistec origin. These
made of gold, silver, turquoise, black marble,
obsidian, a glaslike rock formed by volcanocs.
Even though the Zapotec abandoned Monte
A, they connasd 1 v ¢ o s They
apparently moved their religious center to nearby
Mitla. This town was farther removed from the
Mistee, who were now entering the valley. The
Zapotee tmed a hill near Mith into a fortress and
began cxpanding the town. Buikdings dating afier

patterns of geomeic figures made of raised stone.
“These ancient sies still retain a hold on the
moder Zapotec people. I his report on the first

digging at Monte Albin, Caso made that clear. At
the base of a sairway in Monte Alban, he found a
pottery bowl with five shallow plates that had once
held food. He judged the age of the pottery to be
only about 30 years old. He thought the food might
be a sacrifice o the ancient gods. In Mitk he found
one of the ancient rins graced with

awreath of flowers of the kind ... sill used by

the Indians i their burial coremonios, and the.

remnants of a wax candle which some pious

soul had lighted to appeal to the gods of
Mictlin (the realm of the dead).

Ques
1

ns
X icing What are the three periods of
Monte Albin®
2. Making Inferences Why did the Zapotee aban-
don Monta Albin?
3 Drowing Conclusions Do the ancient Zapotee
sites have any interest to the Zapotec pooplo

today? Explain.
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wstormakers The Chavin Culture
Uniting the Andes Peoples

Section 3

“Chavin di, or the frst ime, join the vartous vally cultures I 3 st of common

cultural practics rolated to roflgton. t thoreforo st the stage for fator pollical
[union] of the varous valey polttes nto farger, nclusive empires."—anthropol-
ogists Kanneth Fodor and Michaol Alan Park

0 miles above sea level, in an ancient town in
T st el il o gran-
- Carv anto s  baman o it o s
has the sharp fangs of a great hunting cat and has
snakes for hair. Called the Smiling Cod, the statue:
i thought to be the center of an ancient relgion.
“Thousands of years ago, many difercnt Native
American peoples livd in whatis now Per. Each of
these peoples developed in relative isolation. Those:
liing on the coast had ltle contact with those in
the high mountains nearby, and groups living in dif-
ferent mountain valleys had fittle communicatio
However, there s evidence of a growing cultural
oxchange over time. Coastal groups had fong bk
U-shaped structures for religious ceremonics. These
‘now began appearing in the mountains. On the
other hand, mountain dwellers had for many cen-
wuries used the flama for heavy work. Liamas now
bogan to appear in greater
Around 900 5.C., the religions practices of a group
of mountain peaple began to spread throughout the:
arca. These people were named the Chavin after
one of their chief sites, Chavin de Hu
tral Peru. What wnited the people of the
calture was not military conquest but el
Chavin relgion contered on creatures
part human and part animal. The Swiling Cod
doscribod above was one.
“The wallsof Chavin de Huantar are docorated with
other versions of the Smiling Cod. In addition,
along one side are 14 cagles that have a jaguar's
fangs. They lead to another room that is home to
the Stall God. This figure also has a jaguar’ face:
and snakes for hir. e gets his name from two
ttretched arms, cach of which holds a long staff.
Some think that the figure represents a sky god
linked to the movements o the stars and planets.
“The Chavin also changed this temple over the
years. It was onlargod, and a long walkway was
‘added. Furthermore,the site of Chavin do Huantar
shows evidence that it was a complex community in
which peaple fived near the temples.
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Chavin de Huantar was not the only temple center
for this culture. Archacologists have found other
versions of the StlT God far from that si
example, a similar figure was discovered in Boliva,
near Lake Titicaca. The peaple who built thes

other temples used the materials at hand. Chavin
de Huantar was made of stone, but in the coastal
areas temples were made of mud-dried brick One
site has evidence of human sacrifice. A fomale
skeleton was buried beneath the carving of a car's
head and paws. Other locations have pyramids that
include carvings of cats, snakes, and humans.
Uniike Chavin de Huantar,these places do not give
any indication that people lived there. They scem
to'be only rl

e e s reveald e than ot staes.
“Thereis also a common tradition of pottery that
evolved. Many pots are decorated with cat fangs. Tn
the cary yeas,stonoware was ither dark red, brown,
or gray. Most common are open bowls and bottles;
some picces were decply cut or scored for decora-
tions. Later picces are different. Bottes have fonger,
thinner, and more delicate spouts. Some lter picces
have flower decorations. Others are made in the
shape of humans, animals, o fruits. Many of the

later pots are also decorated in more than one color.
After 00 B, the Chavin culture faded.
Researchers have yet t0 learn why. The unity
brought to northern and contral Peru disappearcd.
Now, only the stones and picces of pottery romain
o tell o their hidden past.

Questions

1. Dravwing Conclusions Tow did geography

keep the ancient Native Americans of Peru iso-

may have been more importan, the

or the Stafl God? Explain.

3. Making Inferences How did people in paricu-
lar communitios adapt the Chavin

focal resources?
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Name Date
CONNECTIONS ACROSS TIME AND CULTURES T LT
Patterns of Human Settlement:
Early Civilizations
Section 3

s you leamed n this chapter, the earflst Americans developed flourshing
‘avilzations in Mesoamrica and In the Andes Mountains of South America.
Although the rse of avilzation i the Americas s elatvely recont compared
With the development of avilzation n othar parts of the worid, folowed 2
similar pattern. To Identiy this patter, complete the activities below.

1. Prospering agricultural vllages and surpluses of food helped lead to the rise of

eivilizations. Give some examples from the rise of civilzation in the Americas.

2 According to most scholars, civilizations share five characteristcs. Give examples

of each of these characterstics from early civiizations in the Americas.

Advanced Cities:

‘Specialized Workers:

Record Keeping:

‘Complex Insiitutions:

‘Advanced Technology:

3. As the cconomy becomes more specialized, social classes begin to

the social structure in Olmec culture.

erge. Deseribe

4. As populations grev, religion became more organized. Describe some religious

traditions that were followed by some of the carliest American civilizations

5. dmify other ways in which th ris

rise of ancie

of civlzation i the Americas parales the

civiizations in different parts of the world.
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nereacuine acnvmes Early Mesoamerican
Civilization
Section 2

Determining Main Ideas
Complete the following; web diagrams on two early Mesoamerican civilzations. Wite

your answers within each oval in the space provided.

Time Period
Zapotec
Civilization
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Name Date

rereacuine acvimes The Earliest Americans
Section 1
i ‘Main Ideas

Choose the word that most accurately completes cach sentence below. Write that word
inthe blank provided.

Tehuacan Valley Beringia mastodon
arts and crafts food maize

extinct trading hunting
cotton building trades Ice Age
sabre-tooth tiger agricuture

1. The ancient peoples of the Americas survived at first by
2. The land bridge that connected the ancient Americas to Asia was known as

3. “The first people arrived in the Americas toward the end of the last ______ which lasted
from roughly 1.6 millon to about 10,000 5.

4. Early Americans’ most challonging prey was the

5. Aimals that were overbunted and virtually disappeared rom their habiats were thoght to have
become

6. Arovolutionin —____ which began in central Mexico around 7000 5.c., changed the.

way of lfein the America
T quicklybecame the most important crop in the carly Americas.

8 The__ southof present.day Mexico City,was the site where several permancrt
villages were ostablished.

9. The cultivation of crops brought about a more:

bl and expanding supply of

10. Improved farming eventually allowed some people to tum to non-agricultural pursuits such as
and

“The Americas: A Separate World 109




image8.png
Name Date

sereacune acnvines Early Civilizations
of the Andes

section 3
Multiple Choice
Choose the best answer for each item. Write the letter of your answer in the blank.

1.__The rugged mountain range that stretches 5. The Naca culture is known for its beautiful

down the westem edge of South America is
athe Rockies.

b.the Hindu Kush.

. the Himalayas

d.the Andes.

2. South America’s first civizations emerged in
a Brazil.
b. Peru.
c Argentina.
d. Chile.

3. The frs inhabitants o establish villages
along the Pacific coastin South America
asoldiers.
b.traders.

c. hunter-gatherers.
d.farmers

4. The first important civilization that arose in
the South American mountains was
a.the Zapotee civilization
b.the Nok culture.
. the Chavin culture
d.the Olmec culure.

a.textiles and pottery.
b.rugs.

e scenery.
dpaintings.

“The unusual pattorns of fine drawings
found on the plains of southeastern Peru
eionged 0 the

a Mayan cultnre.

b. Chavin culture.

e Moche culture.

& Nazea culture

“The culture that thrived on the northern
coast of Pern was th
a Moche culture.
b. Chavin culture.
e Incan cultu
. Nazea culture.

Much of the detail known about the ffe of
the Moche comes from

a.written records.

b.their pottery.

. oral histories.

d_cave paintings.
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cuneo renoma The Earliest Americans

Section 1

A. Determining Main Ideas As you read about the carliost Americans, take notes

to answer questions about their way of lif.

The earliost Americans lived s hunters and gatherors.

1. According to most experts, when and how did
the first Americans arrive in North America?

2. As large animals became extinct, how did hunters
adaptto this change in their environment?

The earliest Americans began to experiment with simple methods of farming.

Name Date

uoeo renows Early Mesoamerican
Civilizations

Section 2

A. Summarizing As you read about carly Mesoamerican civlizations, il ot the
charts by writing notes that describe aspects of the Olmee and Zapotee civilzations

1.Geography/Environment

2 Urtban design

3 Economy

3 How did farming develop in what is now.
contral Mexico?

‘4 What crops grow well n the tropical climate of
Mexico?

4 Achievements/Logacy

Agriculture dramatically changed peoples way of life.

5. Geography/Environment

5. How did farming affect where people ved?

6. How did farming affect the structure of society?

names relte to the carliest Americans.

Beringia Tee Age maize

Clarifying On the back of this paper, explin how the following terms and

‘The Americas: A Separate World 91

6. Urban design

7 Language

8 Achiovements/Legacy

B. Writing Descriptice On the back of this paper, write a brief
paragraph to describe the city of Monte Albén.

92 Unir 2, Cruarren 9
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cuoeo neaows Early Civilizations of the Andes

Section 3

A. Comparing and Contrasting As you read this section, il in the chart to
‘compare three early civilzations that developed in the Andes.

Environment ‘When Flourished Aspects of Culture.

2 Nazca

3. Moche

B. Synthesizing Write a brief paragraph identifying similaitis in the Chavin,
Nazea, and Moche culures
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Name Date

A

suioine vocasuiary  The Americas:

A Separate World

Multiple Choice Circlo the letter before the term or name that best completes
the sentence.

“The people who built the frst known civlization in the Americas were the (a) Chavin (b) Nazca
(e) Olmee.

“The civilization that ctched more than 1,000 drawings on the plains of southeastern Peru was the
(2) Moche (b) Zapotec (c) Nazca.

“The land bridge that once connected the Americas to Asiais called (a) Mesoamerica (b) Beringia
(e) Nazea.

“The frst real urban center in the Americas was (a) Monte Albin (b) Chavin (c) Moche.

“The people who built a unique ciilzation that thrived from about 300 5.C. o about AD. 600 in
the Mesican state of Oaxaca were the (a) Nazca (b) Moche (c) Zapotee.

. Completion Select the term or name that best completes the sentence.
Beringia Mesoamerica Maize Tee Age
Moche Zapotee Chavin Olmee

1. The area of land from contral Mexico to northern Honduras wher the first civilizations
in the Americas aroso is callod

2. The period o time between about 19 millon to 10,000 5.¢. when glaciers covered large
portions of North America iscaled the last

3. The first influential civilization in South America was the

4 By 3400 m.. carly farmers in what is now contral Mexico were growing
or com,

5. The enormously wealthy cvilization tha flourished o the northern coas of Peru from about
A 100 10 AD. T00 was the

. Writing Write a paragraph identifying the following names and telling what they
have in common.
Chavin Nazca Moche
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urerature serecrion. from Mexico
by James A Michener

Section 2

This novel by Amertcan author James A. Michener s sot In Mexico In the 1960s.
The narrator, Norman Clay, Is 2 fournallst who travels to Mexico to raport on a

bulfght and to fear more about his Mexican roots. In this excerpt, Cly recals
2 convorsation ho had with his fathar about thar Indlan ancostors. As you road.
bo awaro that Toledo Is a fictional ity In Mexico and that the Builders and tho
Attomecs are fictional peoples who aro 2 composit of several diferent andnt

Indian cuttures.

en T was about ten years old and lving once

more at the Mincral, my father who, as an
engineor and a sientist, was interested in speculat-
ing on historical might-have-boens, said: “At break-
fast when we were talking about the choices the.
men sometimes have to make, you told me: ‘Tt
doesn't matter” Well, making the proper choice can
matter, Norman, and I want you to remember an
excellent example of how a decision that must at
the time have seemed of no consequence tumed
out o b vially signiicant.” To demonstrate this,
he reached for a stick with which he drew in the
sanda Y, saying
“This will stand for a decision that had to be made
about four thousand years ago by some people.
from castern Asia, probably from Siberia, who
erossed over the Bering Strait and hiked southward
through Alaska and the wester United States.” (In
later years | often wondered how my Father could
have known about this migration of our Indian
ancestors, because during his time the relics of this
Siberian trek had not yet been uncovered in Alaska;
perhaps he was mercly guessing, Of course, on one
point he was quite wrong; we now know that the
migrations from Asia took place not four thousand
years ago but more like twenty thousand or possibly
forty)
“These Indians wandering south from Alaska came
at last to San Dicgo,” my father explained, “and
they held a council o discuss what to do next
Some said, “Let's continue down the coastline,
because we've been doing that o three hundred
years and it familar erritory.” but others argue,
Lot leave the coastine and strike out infand. Tho
upshot was that cach group went s own way. No oo
could have foretokdthat e group had made a bril
Hiant choice and that the other had chosen disaster”
T remember looking at the two arms of the Y and
asked, “Which one did right”

102 Unir 2, Crarren 9

ia” he said, “and

“Visualize the map of Califor

think
T ticd o do this, but all | could remember was the
imapln my Mosicanshoolbok,and  showed
California merely as one of the fands stolen from
Mexico by the United States, s0 T could not deduce
the point my father was trying to make.
“Was the arm pointing to the sea the good one?” I
asked.
“Itled to California Baja” my father sad grieny,
and & instantly recalled what 1 had leamed about
that brutal, barren peninsula of heat and waterless
sand. “Centuries later, when the Spaniards explored
that desolate land, they found that the Indians who
had gone there had degenerated close to the animal
lovelThey ivod it wibo whatwo all s cul-
ture—no houses, not even clothing, They had no
decent food and almost no water, and although the
ocean about them was fullof fsh, they had never
feamed how to catch them. They were as patheti
a5 human beings can be and stillfive.”
My father continued: “The other Indians chose the
arm leading inland, and ultimately they reached the
rich and fertile lands and, later, gold. They built
three of the greatest civilzations of ancient times
the Aztecs of Mexico, the Maya of Yucatin and
Guatemala and the Tncas of Per.”
We stood for some minutes in silence. Then my
father conchuded his lecture with a statement that
haumts me still,fory years after it was uttered: “You
say choice means nothing? Norman, ifyour Indian
ancestors had gone west you might now be an idiot.
“Thank your tars they came down through Toledo,
for with the courage and the intelligence you inher-
ited from that crowd you can become anything you
wish.”
Since my father's death scholars have concluded
that the Tndians who made the right choice reached
the high valley of Toledo about twenty thousand
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Name

Mexico continued

years ago, but, as I said before, some argue it m
have been as much as forty thousand years ago. At
any rate, from a level thirty feet below the bottom
of our pyramid, archacologiss have excavated char-
coal remains that radium analysis putsat not fess
han five thousand years old, whill along the edges
of the prhistoric lake that once filled the entire
valloyothers have dug up the skeletons of clephants
Killed by spears at leas fificen thousand years ago.
Uhave spent many idle hours, on plane trips or
‘when my eyes were too tired to read, rying to visu-
alize these ancient Indians of the primitive period.
and at times they have secmed very real to me.
Fifteen thousand years before the birth of Ghrist
they had developed some kind of ivilization n the
High valley. ey chipped ou rudo spoa pins for
hunting and carved dishes for serving food. Wo
Kanow itk abont them, but they must have feared
the gods, worshipped the sun, and wondered about
the acidents of death and birth. From the day of
my firt talls on this subject with my father | never
forgot that where 1 lived at the Mineral, men had
been fiving for thousands of years, and you could
not say that of Richmond, Virginia or Princeton.
Therefore, when in the early years of the seventh
ury a certain tribe of Indians gained control of
ers, some of whom we
med to me almost ke closo
relatives, and when the story is told that somatime
around the year 600 one of these men bocame
leader of the tribe and began building the great
pyramid, he becomes so real that he farly shouts at
me from the distant past, and the fact that the oral
raditions of Toledo indicate that he was one of my
ancestors gives e great pleasure.
T the year 600 the high vally looked pretty much
asit does today. The last voleano had erupted some
four thousand years earler; the fantasically old
take had finally dricd ups and the mountains stood
exactly as they do today. Tn the intervening years
thegrea plsof ok avo st posbly annch
and a half in height, due to wind crosion, but prob-
ably no more.
Far o the north, sl iving in caves along jungle
sivers, hid the uncivilized tribes who were cventual-
yto develop into the Altomecs and the Aztecs, but
inthese were of no consequence. To the.
south, | y'.:;:‘?lmud.d pelaces decoraed wit,
sitver, gold and jade, were the Mayas, whose gandi
ly dressed messengers sometimes reached the h
vally to arrango treatics of commerc. In the valley

itself my ancestors were well established., a tribe of
slim, airly tall, dark-skinned Indians who had no
real name but who were known throughout central
Mesico simply as the Buiders, for they had the
capacity to construct finer edifices than any other
e theara. They know bow to quany uge

locks of rock and transport them for miles, and
they could make bricks with which to build their
lesser structures
Shortly afier the year 600 a leader with a new kind
of vision gained control of the ribe. e was lxmiq,
and today in Toledo a statue and a yearly festival

r his name. He had a tightly controlled per-

ity that was ideal for cxering leadership, so
for nearly fify years he ruled unchallenged. and
this gave him time to accomplish many important
projecs.
Waiting for an auspicious day on the calendar, he
announced to his council, T have in mind to erect
a holy place for our gods ten or twenty times larger
than any we have attempted before. Before his
advisers conld protest he added. “And we shall
build it not here in the city but in a special arca
that shall hercafier be rescrved for holy ites ™
He forthwith led his elders from the rude palace,
which then occupied the site of today’ cathedral,
and took them in a northerly dircction some dis-
tance from the city to where the pyramid now
s, itug s of omes, b e bl ncn
10 lay out what sceme to thom a giganti square,
‘but which was only about hlf the size of the pyra-
mid as we now know it His councilors protested
that such a building was impossible to buikd, but
Txmic insisted o ts construction.
His workmen spent two years scraping away the.
Toose carth until they reached firm carth or solid
rock. He then divided the tribe into several unts,
which were assigned particular dutis, and appoint-
ed a captain for cach. Some went to live at the
quartcs and remained there for thirty years, passing
their entire lives chipping rock. Others were the.
transport teams, who, with constantly increasing
skill mastered the trick of moving twenty- and
thirty-ton rocks into position. Most of the men
‘worked at the pyramid itelf, inching the great
blocks into position and then filing in the central
portion of the structure with basketfuls of rubbie, so
that year by year the structure rose more impres.
ely, and abways with a flat top that grew smallr as
the pyramid grew in height. These were years of
peace in the high valley nearly six centuries going
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