
 

 

Thank you so much for purchasing this product! Interactive Notebooks are an 

amazing way to get your students engaged and active in their learning! The graphic 

organizers and foldables in this resource are designed to be folded, cut, glued, & 

written-on to enhance your instruction of early history.  

 

It’s always amazing to see the creativity some of your students will put into their 

creations! This Interactive Notebook is designed to help you better understand early 

humans, prehistory, and the Paleolithic & Neolithic Ages!  

 

If you have any questions about this or any resource, don’t hesitate to contact me by 

clicking on any of these: 

                   

 

  

http://www.twitter.com/studentshistory
http://www.facebook.com/studentsofhistory
http://www.youtube.com/user/StudentsofHistory
http://www.instagram.com/studentsofhistory
http://bit.ly/1N2b3Re
https://studentsofhistory.org/


Early Humans Vocabulary Foldable 

Directions: Cut out this foldable graphic organizer along the dotted lines and then fold and glue into your 

notebook. Underneath each term write a definition in your own words on one side and then draw a 

picture to represent the term on the other side of the flap.  
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Hominid 

Paleolithic Age 

Neolithic Age 

Homo Sapiens 

Nomads 

Agricultural Revolution 

Artifacts 



Completed Vocabulary Sample Page

Extension Activity: In addition to defining the terms in their own 

words and adding an image, I often have students use an open 

portion of their notebook page to write a short story using as 

many of the vocab terms as they can. We’ll then share these in 

class (which are often amusing) and see how many they could get. 



Directions: Scientists believe the Paleolithic Age, or Old Stone Age, lasted from about 2.5 million to 8000 B.C. 

During this time, hominids developed into modern humans. Cut out the graphic organizer below and draw a picture 

of each hominid on the flap below its name. Then, take notes on each underneath. Be sure to include when and 

where they existed along with key characteristics.  
 

 
 

 

 

 



Completed Hominids Timeline Sample

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Students-Of-History


Directions: Homo sapiens emerged in Africa between 100,000 and 400,000 years ago. They then migrated slowly 

across the planet. Draw the migration patterns of Homo sapiens and Homo erectus on the map below. Also, 

color in Ice Age glaciers and land changes. Complete the Key then in the space at the bottom, explain why you 

think these early humans were on the move. 

 

  

   



Completed Human Migration Sample

Extension Activity: After students finish this page, I like 

to take them on a “tour” using the new Google Earth 

application. It’s really breathtaking to zoom in and out 

and follow just how incredibly far these distances are.  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Students-Of-History


Directions: Hunter-gatherer societies during the Paleolithic Era were nomadic, used simple tools, and ate a 

healthy diet. Cut out the graphic organizer below and glue it in your notebook so the flaps can be lifted. Then, 

draw pictures on the top of each and take notes on your notebook under each one.  At the bottom, explain why 

you think the “paleo diet” has gained in popularity today. 



Completed Hunter Gatherer Sample Page



Directions: Early humans created cave art that can still be seen today. The most famous is the Lascaux cave in 

France. After looking at examples of early cave paintings and learning about them, cut out the graphic organizer 

below and paste into your notebook. Draw your own version of a cave painting in the center then take notes 

under each flap.  
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Completed Cave Paintings Page

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The 

Agricultural 

Revolution 
 

Directions: The 

beginning of 

settled 

agriculture 

(including 

permanent 

settlements) was 

a major step in 

the advance of 

civilization.  
 

Cut out this 

graphic 

organizer along 

the dotted lines 

and flue it into 

your notebook. 

On the page 

under each flap 

take notes on 

that aspect of 

the Revolution. 

Then, draw a 

picture to 

represent it on 

the flap that you 

lift up.  

 

Glue Goes Here and 

Paste in Notebook 



Completed Agricultural Revolution Sample



Directions: Use the Interactive Venn Diagram below to compare the Paleolithic & Neolithic Ages. First, cut 

along the dotted lines and place glue only behind the shaded titles on either side so that the top and bottom flaps 

can be folded up and down. Underneath each flap, write characteristics that apply to that era and on top of the 

middle, write characteristics that apply to both eras.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 



Completed Paleolithic & Neolithic Comparison

http://bit.ly/1N2b3Re


Directions: Archaeologists continue to find and interpret evidence of early humans and their lives. Draw an 

archaeological dig site in your notebook with examples of artifacts and fossils. Then, cut out the bag below and 

cut & fold it so you can place the other cut outs inside. Take notes on what artifacts, fossils, and carbon dating 

are and how they help archaeologists better understand the past.  
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Completed Archaeology Sample Page



Directions: The first civilizations began in Mesopotamia. Historians believe “Civilizations” must possess 5 

characteristics: advanced cities, specialized workers, complex institutions, record keeping, and advanced 

technology. Cut out the graphic organizer below and define civilization in the center. Then list the 

characteristics on the 5 flaps. Draw a picture to represent each on one side and explain its significance on the 

other. Finally, at the bottom of your page explain examples of these in our culture today.  

 

 

 

  

  



Completed Characteristics of Civilization Sample 

http://bit.ly/1N2b3Re


Here are some additional resources for teaching about early humans that fit in perfectly with these Interactive 

Notebook graphic organizers! Click on each for more info and a preview.  

        

         

 

         

 

 

 

 

Subscribe to 

Students of 

History and save 

big! Immediate 

access to EVERY 

resource at 1 low 

monthly price! 

Click below for 

more info! 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Project-Based-Learning-Packet-for-ALL-of-World-History-2958671?aref=4pvrsew7
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Prehistory-Complete-Unit-Bundle-1119116?aref=q5gdus6k
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ice-Age-and-Stone-Age-Reading-Worksheet-1077454
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Early-Humans-and-Hominids-PowerPoint-1439214
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Origin-of-Early-Humans-Reading-Worksheet-1053877
https://studentsofhistory.org/

