
According to the United States Census 
Bureau, the earth’s population reached 
seven billion in March 2012.

DAY 1
Place Date Here

1. Assume the world population in the year 2012 was 7,000,000,000.

Of this population how many people were Hindus?

2. If the population of Christians in the year 2000 was 50,000 what would the 
population of the world have been?

33%       50,000
------- =  ------------ =    50,000 x 1.00 =    50,000 / .33 = 151,515
100%           ? 

Check - 100% = 1.00      33% = .33

7,000,000,000 x .15 = 1,050,000,000



JUDAISM



JUDAISM ORIGINS

`

•UR
Egypt

MESOPOTAMIA

Abraham - Founder of Judaism in Mesopotamia
- Oldest Monotheistic (belief in 1 god) religion 

Covenant - agreement between Abraham & God
- Abraham move to Canaan - God protects his people

Hebrews - decedents of Abraham (later called Israelites)
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Torah - Jewish holy book

- religious, moral & social 
law which guides the life 
of a Jew

- first 5 books of Christian 
Bible

- God created universe out 
of nothing

JUDAISM TORAH

Tradition dictates that the Torah be written on a scroll and 
kept at the synagogue in an ornamental chest called an ark. 





JUDAISM TORAH

Moses - led the Hebrews 
out of Egypt & gave them 
the. . . 

Ten Commandments -
laws crafted by 
Yahweh(God).

1. I am the Lord your God. . . . You shall 
have no other gods besides me. 

2. You shall not make for yourself a 
sculptured image. 

3. You shall not swear falsely by the 
name of the Lord your God. 

4. Remember the Sabbath day and keep 
it holy. 

5. Honor your father and your mother. 

6. You shall not murder. 

7. You shall not commit adultery. 

8. You shall not steal. 

9. You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor. 

10.You shall not covet . . . anything that 
is your neighbor’s.



JUDAISM TORAH
Kingdom of Israel

formed after returning to 
Canaan
Israel had 3 kings: 

Saul, David, & Solomon.

David unified Israel, 
made it powerful

Solomon built great 
temple in the city of 
Jerusalem

Temple was destroyed 
by Babylonian invasion.

Jews sent from Canaan, 
but returned after 50 yrs Babylonian Destruction of the Temple



JUDAISM BELIEFS

Diaspora
scattering of people to 
different parts of the 
world.

- Jews maintained their 
culture

The Western Wall

Placing notes in the Western Wall is the 

practice of placing slips of paper 

containing written prayers to God into 

the cracks of the Western Wall, a Jewish 

holy site in the Old City of Jerusalem.

The Jewish Temple 
rebuilt upon return to 
Israel
- Western Wall - a 

single remaining 
temple wall

- place of prayer



JUDAISM BELIEFS

Talmud

book containing laws & 
practices of Jewish living

Synagogues or temples
place of Jewish worship

Rabbi spiritual leader 
who leads worship

Saturday is time for 
worship.



JUDAISM PRACTICE

Orthodox Jews obey the 
Torah w/o question. 

Conservative & Reform
Jews interpret the Torah 
to make its teachings 
relevant to today’s world. 



JUDAISM TODAY
The country of Israel is a Jewish 
state, however diaspora has 
scattered  Jews all over the world

JERUSALEM

Jerusalem is the Jewish Holy 
city, but also is a Holy city for 
Christians and Muslims



JUDAISM TODAY
Out of respect for God, Jewish 
men are not supposed to leave 
their head uncovered. Therefore, 
many Orthodox and Conservative 
Jews wear a skullcap known as a 
yarmulke, or kippah.



JUDAISM TODAY

Major events in a Jew’s life are marked ceremonies. When Jewish 
children reach the age of 13, they enter the adult religious community. 
The event is marked in the synagogue with a ceremony called a bar 
mitzvah for a boy and a bat mitzvah for a girl.



JUDAISM TODAY

The star of David a symbol of Judaism, as a religion, and of 
the Jewish people as a whole. And it also thought to be the 
shield of King David



Who is the founder of 

Judaism?



What is one more thing 
you would like to learn 
more about?



DAY 2
Place Date Here

What three religions recognize 

the Ten Commandments as a 

sort of moral law?



HINDUISM



Indus River

Ganges River

Subcontinent 

of India
The Aryans conquered 
the Indus people & 
moved into the Ganges 
Plain(India)

HINDUISM

ARYANS TRANSFORM INDIA
Aryan Migration

1.AYRAN MIGRATION



ARYANS TRANSFORM INDIA

The Aryans conquered 
the Indus people & 
moved into the Ganges 
Plain(India)

1.AYRAN MIGRATION

Vedas - A collection of 
holy myths, poems, & 
songs



varnas/castes -
social classes(4) 

A person was born in 
a varna & could never 
leave. They could 
only talk to people 
w/their group

ARYANS TRANSFORM INDIA
MOUTH 

Brahmins (priests) 

ARMS 

Kshatriyas

(rulers and warriors) 

LEGS 

Vaishyas

(peasants and traders) 

FEET 
Shudras (laborers) 



ARYANS TRANSFORM INDIA

varnas/castes -
social classes(4) 

A person was born in 
a varna & could never 
leave. They could 
only talk to people 
w/their group.

PARIAHS: THE UNTOUCHABLES

BRAHMIN



HINDUISM EVOLVES

OVER CENTURIES

Hinduism based on 
different beliefs, from 
the Vedas & Indian 
epics. No one founder

Upanishads -
collection of ancient 
texts containing some 
of the central 
philosophical concepts 
of Hinduism



HINDUISM BELIEFS

Brahman - Universal 
spirit - All living things 
have souls. (gods, 
humans & animals)

Atman - individual soul

Moksha - ultimate goal 
of life - release from the 
pain & suffering of 
reincarnation

- True freedom when the 
soul separates from the 
material world & unites 
w/the Brahman

<—Atman

B R A H M A N



HINDUISM BELIEFS

Reincarnation - only 
after several lifetimes 
does the soul enter the 
Brahman

Yoga & fasting - helps 
people join the universal 
spirit

Karma - how a person 
lives their life decides 
what form they will take 
in the next life

Ahimsa - practicing 
non-violence towards all 
living things
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Gods - 3 main

Brahma - Creator

Vishnu - Protector

Shiva - Destroyer

HINDUISM GODS

Brahma - Creator

Worship

may or may not worship 
gods

Daily worship in shrines 
at home(most) or in 
temples



Gods - 3 main

Brahma - Creator

Vishnu - Protector

Shiva - Destroyer

HINDUISM GODS

Worship

may or may not worship 
gods

Daily worship in shrines 
at home or in temples



Each year, thousands of 

Hindus make a pilgrimage 

to India’s Ganges River. The 

Ganges is considered a sacred site in the 

Hindu religion. Most Hindus come to 

bathe in the water. They believe it will 

cleanse and purify them. The sick and 

disabled come in the belief that the holy 

water might cure their ailments.

THIRD LARGEST RELIGION

IN THE WORLD



Goa, India

Each spring, Hindus in India celebrate the 

festival of Holi. Holi symbolizes 

the triumph of good over evil. The festival 

recalls the story of Prince Prahlada, who 

faced death rather than cease worshiping 

Vishnu. During this celebration, people 

dance in the streets and shower each 

other with colored powder and dyed 

water.

THIRD LARGEST RELIGION

IN THE WORLD



Who are the three main 

gods of Hinduism?



Write/ask one question 
about today’s 
content— something 
that has left you 
puzzled.



DAY 3
Place Date Here

What is Ahimsa and give an example 
of how it can be practiced in every 
day life?



BUDDHISM



BUDDHISM ORIGIN STORY

Siddhartha Gautama
founder of Buddhism  

• He gained insight on 
the cause & cure of 
suffering 

Buddha - Gautama’s 
new name meaning 
Enlightened One

Four Noble Truths

the four central beliefs 
containing the core of 
Buddhist teaching
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Right 
Meditation

Right 
Mindfullness

Right 
Effort

Right 
Livelyhood

Right 
Action

Right 
Speech

Right 
Intention

(thoughts)

Right 
Insight

Eightfold Path

Buddha’s guide to end 
suffering & attaining 
Nirvana

TEACHINGS OF BUDDHISM 



TEACHINGS OF BUDDHISM 
Eightfold Path

Buddha’s guide to end 
suffering & attaining 
Nirvana

Nirvana - union w/the 
universe & freedom 
from life(end of 
reincarnation)

Buddha rejected the 
Hindu varna system

Dharma – teaching or 
the practicing of 
Buddhism



Tripitaka

Buddhist sacred book, 
Buddha’s teachings 

Monasteries & Convents set 
up for meditation & study

spread by missionaries & 
traders to India & Asia

SPREAD OF BUDDHISM 

Birthplace of Buddhism

Buddhism today



Two Sects

Sect - smaller group of 
Buddhism
1. Theravada Buddhism 

close to Buddha’s 
original teachings

- only monks & nuns can 
attain nirvana

- Sri Lanka, SE Asia

SPLIT OF BUDDHISM 



SPLIT OF BUDDHISM 

Two Sects - continued

2. Mahayana Buddhism 

easier for lay people to 
follow

- anyone can attain 
Nirvana

- China, Tibet, Korea, 
Japan



FOURTH LARGEST RELIGION
IN THE WORLD

Two Sects - continued

2. Mahayana Buddhism 

easier for lay people to 
follow

- anyone can attain 
Nirvana

- China, Tibet, Korea, 
Japan



FOURTH LARGEST RELIGION
IN THE WORLD

This is a statue of Hotei, 

the Laughing Buddha. 

Hotei is a character based 

on an eccentric monk who 

lived in the time of the 

Liang Dynasty, and who 

has become associate 

with luck and good fortune 

in many Asian cultures

Not 
Gautama Buddha



What are the concepts of 

Dharma and Nirvana?



What part of today’s 
lesson is confusing to 
you?



DAY 4
Place Date Here

Siddhartha Gautama was born in 
566 B.C.E.  At age 29 he left his 

home to become a wandering monk. 
At the age of 35 he attained 

enlightenment. He is believed to 
have died at age 80. 

1.What year did he die?  

2. What year did he leave? 

3. How many years was he the 

“Enlightened One”? 

4. What was the year he attained 
enlightenment? 

486 B.C.E     566 – 80 = 486 B.C.E

531 B.C.E.    566 – 35 = 531 B.C.E

537 B.C.E      566 – 29 = 537 
B.C.E.

45 years    531 - 486 =  45 years                                                                                               
80 - 35 = 45 years



CHRISTIANITY



Rome •

• Athens

• Egypt

• Jerusalem

THE ROMAN 

EMPIRE



JUDAH

EGYPT

•Jerusalem

• Bethlehem

CHRISTIANITY ORIGINS

Judah - Jewish territory until Rome took control in 6 A.D.
Messiah - savior who would restore land to the Jews



CHRISTIANITY ORIGINS

Jesus - Jewish founder 

of Christianity 
- Age 30 -began preaching 

Jewish principles

- 10 Commandments, 
monotheism



Jesus - Jewish founder 

of Christianity 
- Age 30 -began preaching 

Jewish principles

- 10 Commandments, 
monotheism

CHRISTIANITY BELIEFS

New Beliefs
- claimed to be messiah

- preached forgiveness

- belief in God gives 

salvation

- love for God



Bible - collection of 

sacred texts to 
Christians

1. Old Testament -
Jewish scripture

2. New Testament -
Jesus’ teachings

- Gospels - 1st four 
books of New 

Testament
- written by 4 

Apostles (followers) 
of Jesus

CHRISTIANITY BIBLE



Jesus put to death by the 
Romans

- Crucifixion - nailed to a 
cross until death

CHRISTIANITY BELIEFS

- Cross becomes symbol
of Christianity



Paul - Spread Christianity to Jews AND non-
Jews

Becomes a World Religion - Why?

- Roman Empire vast & peaceful -
spreads throughout empire easily

- open to everyone - poor, slaves, rich

- eternal life after death

CHRISTIANITY SPREAD

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=34PoMvlKp4E


The Christian Martyrs' Last Prayer, 

by Jean-Léon Gérôme (1883)

CHRISTIANITY SPREAD



Early Church
A.Christian leaders 

organized the Church into 

a hierarchy of priests & 

bishops

Priests
(only men)

Patriarch
Bishops of the 5 

largest cities of Rome

Bishops
Head of a Diocese

Pope
Bishop of Rome

• Pope - Bishop of Rome 

- claimed authority 

over everyone

CHRISTIANITY CHURCH



Two Churches 

Greek Christians disagreed w/pope 

- East separated from Rome

1. Roman Catholic Church - Christian Church in the West

2. Eastern Orthodox Church - Christian Church in the 

East

Eastern

Orthodox

Church

Eastern

Orthodox

Church

Eastern

Orthodox

Church

Eastern

Orthodox

Church

Eastern

Orthodox

Church

Roman 

Catholic 

Church

Roman 

Catholic 

Church

Roman 

Catholic 

Church

Roman 

Catholic 

Church

Roman 

Catholic 

Church



LARGEST RELIGION

IN THE WORLD

Christianity has over 

2 billion followers, who 

classify themselves 

under 34,000 different 

denominations.



Denominations
• Catholicism - 1.2 billion.

• Protestantism - 600–800 

million.

• Eastern Orthodoxy - 225–

300 million.

• Oriental Orthodoxy - 86 

million.

• Anglicanism - 85 million.

• Restorationism and Non-

Trinitarianism - 41 million.

• Church of the East - 0.6 

million.



COMMUNION
Communion uses 

bread as a symbol for 

Jesus’ body and wine 

as a symbol for His 

blood. It is a 

fellowship of 

believers by which 

they gather together 

to remember the 

sacrifice of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.



Marriage
In some Christian 

churches, the person 

who performs services in 

the local church is 

known as a priest. 

Priests, like the ministers 

and clergy 

in various Christian 

sects, conduct 

worship services 

and preside over 

marriages and funerals. 

Monks and nuns also 

provide leadership and 

guidance in the Christian 

church. 



Why did 

Christianity 

become a world 

religion?



Three points I 

remember about 

today’s lesson 

are: 



In what ways is Islam similar 
to Christianity and Judaism?

DAY 5
Place Date Here



ISLAM



Medina 

(Yathrib)

Mecca

ISLAM  ORIGINS

Bedouins - Arab nomads grouped in tribes or clans

Mecca - Holy city of Islam. Home of the Ka’aba & the prophet 
Muhammad 

Ka’aba - Ancient shrine related to the Hebrew prophet, Abraham

- once a shrine for many gods, now a shrine only for Islam

ARABIAN 

PENINSULA

JERUSALEM



ISLAM  ORIGINS

ARABIAN 

PENINSULA

Bedouins - Arab nomads grouped in tribes or clans

Mecca - Holy city of Islam. Home of the Ka’aba & the prophet 
Muhammad 

Ka’aba - Ancient shrine related to the Hebrew prophet, Abraham

- once a shrine for many gods, now a shrine only for Islam



ISLAM  ORIGINS

ARABIAN 

PENINSULA

Muhammad - the prophet and founder of Islam

Khadijah - first wife, bzns partner, & follower Muhammad 

Islam - “submission to the will of Allah(God)”

Muslim - “one who has submitted” to Allah(God)

Depictions of the 

Prophet 

Mohammed are 

prohibited because 

of a central tenet of 

Islam: the worship 

of God alone



ARABIAN 

PENINSULA

Muhammad - the prophet and founder of Islam

Khadijah - first wife, bzns partner, & follower Muhammad 

Islam - “submission to the will of Allah(God)”

Muslim - “one who has submitted” to Allah(God)

ISLAM  ORIGINS



ISLAM  ORIGINS

Hijra - journey of Mohammad - forced out of Mecca to 

Yathrib (Medina)

Hijra

- 8 yrs later he conquered Mecca

- Died at 62 - much of the Arabian Peninsula was Islam



ISLAM Beliefs & Practices

5 PILLARS OF ISLAM

1
SHAHADA
Confession of 

Faith

There is no 

god but Allah, 

and 

Muhammad is 

the prophet
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the prophet

SALAH
Prayer

Must pray 5 

times a day

- Face Mecca

2
ZAKAT
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- anonymously

3
SIYAM
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drink during 
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Pilgrims perform several rites, or acts of worship. One rite, shown here, is walking seven times 

around the Ka’aba—the house of worship that Muslims face in prayer.

1
SHAHADA
Confession of 

Faith

There is no 

god but Allah, 

and 

Muhammad is 

the prophet

ISLAM Beliefs & Practices

5 PILLARS OF ISLAM

SALAH
Prayer

Must pray 5 

times a day

- Face Mecca

2
ZAKAT

Charity

Must give to 

charity 

- anonymously

3
SIYAM
Fasting

Must fast 
during the 

Holy Month of 
Ramadan

- Can’t eat or 
drink during 
the day

4
HAJJ

Pilgrimage

Must make a 
pilgrimage to 
Mecca at least 
once a lifetime

5



ISLAM Beliefs & Practices
Qur’an - Holy book 
of the Muslims

Shari’a - a system 
of law that regulates 
the family life, moral 
conduct & bzns & 
community life of 
Muslims



ISLAM Beliefs & Practices

Mosque - Islamic 
house of worship



ISLAM Beliefs & Practices

JUDAISM CHRISTIANITY ISLAM

3 Religions- One God -

- believe in the same God

- believe in heaven, hell, judgment 

- tolerance of Christians & Muslims



ISLAM Successors & Spread
Muhammad died 632-

- caliph - successor of Muhammad

- The Rightly Guided - first four caliphs(friends/family of Muhammad)

Jihad - Spread Islam East
1. inner struggle against evil
2. war against unbelievers



ISLAM Successors & Spread
Sunni–Shia Split 
- Shia - believed 

caliphs have to be 
descendants of 
Muhammad

- called Shiites 

- Sunni - believed 
caliphs didn’t have to 
be descendants, just 
pious



ISLAM GOLDEN AGE

ECONOMY
- vast trade routes

- used credit, 
invented checks

- artisans - carpets, 
glassware, steel 
swords

ART
- domes & arches

- calligraphy

- Quran based poetry

Science & Math
- Astronomy
- algebra
- medicine

CENTERS FOR 
LEARNING
- Bagdad, Iraq
- Cairo, Egypt



ISLAM TODAY



ISLAM TODAY

Although for many in the West, the hijab is a symbol of 

female oppression, to Muslims it as a symbol of modesty.



Which Pillar of Islam do 

you think is the most 

important? Why?



What did you find the 
most interesting about 
the video?


