
 

 

Thank you so much for purchasing this product! Interactive Notebooks are an 

amazing way to get your students engaged and active in their learning! The graphic 

organizers and foldables in this resource are designed to be folded, cut, glued, & 

written-on to enhance your instruction of history. It’s always amazing to see the 

creativity some of your students will put into their creations! This Interactive 

Notebook is designed to help you better understand the early Western River Valley 

civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt in World History.  

 

If you have any questions about this or any resource, don’t hesitate to contact me by 

clicking on any of these: 

                   

 

  

http://www.twitter.com/studentshistory
http://www.facebook.com/studentsofhistory
http://www.youtube.com/user/StudentsofHistory
http://www.instagram.com/studentsofhistory
http://bit.ly/1N2b3Re
https://studentsofhistory.org/


Ancient Mesopotamia Vocabulary Foldable 

Directions: Cut out this foldable graphic organizer along the dotted lines and then fold and glue into your 

notebook. Underneath each term write a definition in your own words on one side and then draw a picture to 

represent the term on the other side of the flap.  
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Fertile Crescent 

Cuneiform 

Hammurabi’s Code 

Ziggurat 

City-state 

Scribe 

Polytheism 



Completed Vocabulary Sample Page

Extension Activity: In addition to defining the terms in their own 

words and adding an image, I often have students use an open 

portion of their notebook page to write a short story using as 

many of the vocab terms as they can. We’ll then share these in 

class (which are often amusing) and see how many they could get. 



Directions: During the New Stone Age, permanent settlements appeared in river valleys and around the Fertile 

Crescent. On the map, color in the Fertile Crescent and label the important city-states and geographic 

features. Then, list the challenges these people faced and solutions they devised on your notebook page under 

each flap. Draw pictures to represent these on top of each flap.  

 

 



Completed Fertile Crescent Geography Sample



Directions: The Sumerians are recognized by historians as one of the first groups to form a civilization. Cut out the 

shape below then fold down the 5 flaps along each side. Glue the shape down into your notebook where indicated 

then draw a picture on top of each flap to represent that aspect of civilization. Underneath the flap, give examples of 

each characteristic. In the center, explain why the Sumerians are considered one of the 1st civilizations.  

  

Glue Here 
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Notebook 

Complex Institutions 



Completed Sumerian Civilization Sample



Directions: Various civilizations adopted aspects of Sumerian culture and flourished around the Fertile Crescent. 

Paste the graphic organizer so that each flap can be lifted up and take notes on the accomplishments of each 

civilization below.   Then list their approximate years of existence and draw a picture on the top of the flap.  

 

The Akkadians 

The Babylonians 

The Assyrians 

The Phoenicians  

The Persians  
 



Completed Mesopotamian Civilization Samples 



Directions: One of the most famous and well-preserved law codes in ancient history is Hammurabi’s Code. It is 

a set of 282 laws inscribed on a stone pillar and dates to about 1754 BCE. Cut out the shapes below then fold and 

glue to create a pocket. Then, describe the purpose of the code, how the code was fair (equality), and unfair 

(inequality), and place each in the pouch.  Finally, explain the significance of the code of laws on your notebook 

page underneath the pillar.  
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Completed Hammurabi’s Code Samples



Directions: Language and writing were important cultural innovations. The Egyptians, Sumerians, and 

Phoenicians all made important contributions to writing. Cut out the graphic organizer below and paste into your 

notebook. Under each civilization, write their contribution to writing then draw a picture of it on the bottom 

flap. On your notebook underneath the bottom flap, take notes on that writing development. Finally, at the bottom 

of your notebook page, explain the significance of these early writing systems and how they influence us today.  

 

   

 

http://bit.ly/1N2b3Re


Completed Early Writing Systems Samples



 
 

Directions: Religion was a major part of life in all early civilizations. Groups in both Mesopotamia and Egypt 

practiced Monotheism and Polytheism. Cut along the dotted lines and place glue only behind the title so that the 

3 parts can be folded up and down. Underneath each flap, write characteristics, religions, and groups that 

apply to both Polytheism and Monotheism and then some that apply to both.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Completed Monotheism & Polytheism Sample 



Directions: Egyptian civilization began along the Nile River. Cut out the map and graphic organizer below and 

paste into your notebook. Then, color the map with the Old, Middle, & New Kingdoms and draw in and 

label important geographic features and cities in Egypt. Then draw pictures to represent each of the 3 kingdoms 

or eras of Ancient Egypt and take notes on each on your notebook under the flaps.  

 



Completed Geography of Egypt Samples



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Khufu 

  Khufu is the pharaoh famous for 

building the Great Pyramid of Giza. 

Draw it below and then explain 

what the pyramids were used for.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3000   2750   2500    2000      
         

Egypt Unites into a Kingdom 
Who united Upper and Lower 

Egypt? 

 

 
 

Draw the crowns of Upper and lower 

Egypt and the crown united Egypt. 

Sargon of Akkad 
 

How did Sargon create 

the first empire? 

 

The Hyksos 
 

Who were the Hyksos and 

what made their invasion 

successful? 

 

 

 

 

How were they driven out of 

Egypt?  

 

 

 

 

Sumerian City States 
Sumerian city-states in Mesopotamia were built 

around ziggurats. Draw one here and explain 

what they were used for. 

Hammurabi 
 

What was the capital of 

Hammurabi’s empire?  

 

 

 

What was his legacy? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Ramses II 
How did pharaohs of the New Kingdom 

protect their tombs from grave robbers?  

 

 

 

 

In the space below, draw one of Ramses 

II’s great building projects: 
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The Phoenicians 
What were the Phoenicians 

most skilled at?    

Hatshepsut 
 

How was Hatshepsut different 

from most pharaohs?  

 

 

 

What was accomplished 

during her reign?  

The Chaldeans 
What were some of Nebuchadnezzar’s 

accomplishments? 

 

 

Draw what you imagine the Hanging 

Gardens to look like below.  

The Kush Empire 
 

Who were the Kush?  

 

 

 

 

 

How did they come to 

rule Egypt?   

 

The Persians 
How did Cyrus conquer 

Mesopotamia? 

 

 

 

How did the Persians treat 

conquered people?  



Completed Timeline of Egypt & Mesopotamia Samples



Directions: Pharaohs were hereditary rulers who 

led Egypt’s dynasties as gods on earth.  Cut out 

the graphic organizer to the right and paste it in 

your notebook so that the pyramids can “pop up”.  

Under the name of each pharaoh write in the 

years of their rule. Then draw their picture on 

the pyramid shape above their name. On your 

notebook paper under each pyramid, take notes 

on their accomplishments as pharaoh.   

Finally, to the left of your graphic organizer 

describe how these pharaohs controlled Egypt’s 

government.  
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Completed Egypt Government & Pharaohs Sample 

  

Extension Activity: I 

have my groups of 

students in my 

classes do research 

projects on each of 

these pharaohs. 

They use internet 

sources in the 

classroom then 

present their 

findings to the 

class, who then use 

this interactive 

notebook page to 

take notes on each 

group’s 

presentation.  



Ancient Egypt Vocabulary Foldable 

Directions: Cut out this foldable graphic organizer along the dotted lines and then fold and glue into your 

notebook. Underneath each term write a definition in your own words on one side and then draw a picture to 

represent the term on the other side of the flap.  
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Delta 

Pharaoh 

Pyramid 

The Sphinx 

Hieroglyphics 

Papyrus 

Rosetta Stone 



Directions: After the rule of Ramses II, Egyptian civilization began to decline. Cut out the Abu Simbel graphic 

below along the dotted lines so that it can open like a door. Paste it into your notebook so that the “doors” can 

open in the middle.  Then, on your notebook behind the doors, list and explain the reasons for Egypt’s decline. 

Finally, at the bottom of your page explain the impact Egyptian society and culture had on history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Completed Decline of Egypt Sample 



 

Here are some additional resources for teaching about Ancient River Valley Civilizations that fit in perfectly 

with these Interactive Notebook graphic organizers!  

        

         
 

         
 

 
 

 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ancient-Egypt-Complete-Unit-Bundle-1044652?aref=faz7jtex
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/World-History-MEGA-Bundle-1-Prehistory-to-Ancient-Rome-1122439?aref=91jkfmqh
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ancient-Egypts-Kingdoms-Reading-Worksheet-700976?aref=faz7jtex
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ancient-Egypts-Kingdoms-PowerPoint-Lesson-723783?aref=i3z7d1n9
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ancient-Egypts-Book-of-the-Dead-Primary-Source-Analysis-Worksheet-1043487?aref=faz7jtex
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/River-Valley-Civilizations-Complete-Unit-Bundle-1121272?aref=faz7jtex


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now you can get 

access to EVERY 

RESOURCE for World or 

US History through a 

Students of History 

subscription! That’s 

over 500 amazing 

resources like 

interactive notebooks, 

Google Drive 

notebooks, warm ups, 

projects, PowerPoints 

and more! Plus new 

resources are added 

every month. They’re 

all available at 

StudentsofHistory.org!  

Every Resource 

at Huge Savings! 

Learn more at StudentsofHistory.org 

https://studentsofhistory.org/
https://studentsofhistory.org/
https://studentsofhistory.org/

