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PALEOLITHIC CAVE ART _

“The hominid species, Homo sapiens, used stone tools around 120,000 - 100,000 years ago. Human beings
started creating cave paintings and sculpture figures around 17,000 years ago. The cave paintings discovered in
the Chauvet cave demonsrate great skillin painting. Human beings abilfy fo create images showed our earliest
signs of the formation of culture, including religious, social and poifical belefs.

1. According to the map, which country has the most paleolithic cave painting sites?

2. Describe the route that paleolthic humans might have taken as they migrated from Africa to the city of
Cantabria.

3. What country would you find the cave paintings at Badan]?.
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4. Why do you think paleolthic humans panted these images?

Three theories attermpt to explain why paleolthic humans might have painted animals on the wals of these
caves. One of the earliest explanations for cave ar s ar fo ats sake.” Our anceators Jus cid  becase
they were bored or wanted to docorate the cave, and they chose anmals because animals were important to
their existence. One problem wit tis theory s that many caves, ke the ono at Chauvet, were never ived i,
but were used only for art. Another theory hat exita s that ceremonies were conducted in these caves and
that the artwork was the reault of these ceremonie. The ceremonies could have boen performed to help vith
the hunts,the rationale being that f the arts could capturo the mage of the anmal the animal couid be
captured i the hunt. Ateratvey,the ceremories may have had to do with a “coming of age" itual as many
of the ootprints found in caves were made by chichen and the ize of some of the hand stencis aiso match
the size of a chid's hand.
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A third explanation for cave art could be pre-historic humans’ desire to document their history. One
theory suggests humans wanted to record their hunting expeditions. Alternatively, cave art may have been
used as an attempt to keep a record of species seen before. When humans let their area, these paintings
could preserve their experiences for when they returmed.

5. Which explanation for cave art do you find the most legitimate? Explain.

Horsssfom ta Hilairs Ghamber, Chauvt Cave
PR

6. The animals seem to be drawn in detai, how are humans drawn?.

7. What would you need in order to paint inside a dark cave?.

8. One painting is on a twenty-foot ceiling; how do you think this was done?

9. What might be the purpose of putting one's handprint on the cave wall?

10. Do you think they were inteligent people?

1. What is the most important thing you've learned from the investigation of paleolihic cave art?





